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CIC MARKHOR AWARD
FOR OUTSTANDING
CONSERVATION PERFORMANCE

Five Community Based Conservation Organizations in Tanzania and the Niassa Re-
serve in Mozambique received the CIC Markhor Award for Outstanding Conservation
Performance on 27 May 2008 during the 9th Conference of the Parties of the Conven-

tion on Biological Diversity, held in Bonn, Germany.

Markhor Award Certificate in the Village in Magazini
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Ana Paula Samo Gudo Chichava, Deputy Minister for the
Coordination of Environmental Affairs, Mozambique

THE FIVE TANZANIAN organizations represent the
29 villages within the Selous-Niassa Wildlife Corridor in

Tanzania, and the Sociedade de Gestao e Desenvolvimento

da Reserva do Niassa (SRN) of Mozambique.

The SRN is Mozambique’s largest conservation area, fund-
ed through sustainable hunting tourism. The Selous-Niassa
Wildlife Corridor links the Niassa Reserve with Tanzania’s

Selous Game Reserve.

This transboundary corridor creates a link for genetic
exchange and migratory movements of elephants, antelopes,
wild dogs and other wildlife between the two reserves. To
help ensure the conservation of wildlife, the 29 villages on
the Tanzania side of the corridor have embraced hunting
tourism as principal source of income for the villages, thus
creating a positive linkage between wildlife and human
livelihoods. In this way, transboundary conservation of bio-
diversity is achieved while at the same time empowering the

people who live with the wildlife to secure their own future

and livelihood.

“Transboundary conservation of biodiversity is
achieved while at the same time empowering
the people who live with the wildlife to secure
their own future and livelihood.”

THE IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINABLE USE

During the Award ceremony, held at German Federal

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection,
Ursula Heinen Parliamentary State Secretary, stressed the
importance of sustainable use of natural resources, which

forms the second pillar of the Biodiversity Convention.

Dr. Sigurd Lehmann-Tolkmitt, Head of the German CIC
Delegation, thanked Tanzania and Mozambique for their
outstanding conservation performance. He stressed that
CIC feels strongly connected to conservation efforts in
Africa and highlighted the importance of hunting principles
that are guided by the sustainable use of natural resources.
He pointed out that “in Germany, we have learned many
lessons due to mistakes that have been made in the last 100
years”. He added that, “German hunters can learn many les-
sons from the experience achieved by the people in Tanzania

and Mozambique.”

In his keynote speech, Robert Hepworth, Executive
Secretary of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS),
underlined the efforts of the local communities of the
Selous-Niassa Wildlife Corridor and the Niassa Reserve
in the conservation of nature including migratory species

through transboundary cooperation.

Ana Paula Samo Gudo Chichava, Deputy Minister for
the Coordination of Environmental Affairs, Mozambique,
welcomed the Markhor Award as recognition of her count-
ry’s efforts to meet international obligations, including the

expansion of their protected areas to 15.5% of the land base.

35



CONSERVATION

REVENUE FROM HUNTING TOURISM
CIC President, Dieter Schramm presented the CIC Mark-
hor Award to Gilberto Vincente of Mozambique, and David
Mgalla of Tanzania, and stressed the importance of peace in
order to achieve conservation. “In many African countries,
sustainable hunting and hunting tourism have increased
populations of wildlife and secured species diversity.

Hunting bans have achieved the opposite.” He called

upon African governments to use revenue from hunting

tourism to benefit the local people who live side by side with
wildlife, and to reinvest in game conservation. “Only then

will hunting really become sustainable!”

The Executive Se’cretary of the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity, Ahmed Djoghlaf expressed his appreciation
for the newly created award. “The CIC Markhor Award for
Outstanding Conservation Performance is a unique award
[...] which link the conservation of biodiversity and human
livelihoods through the application of the principles of

sustainable use including hunting.”

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
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FORMANY YEARS THE TEAM in the Niassa Reserve has
been slowly developing an approach to manage the vast Niassa
National Reserve, and on many occasions we have learnt hard les-
sons through trial and error. But we have always firmly believed
that our approach to conserve Mozambique’s largest conserva-
tion area, funded mainly through sustainable hunting tourism

is the best option available under the trying circumstances.
Therefore when the letter arrived informing us that the CIC had
granted the “Markhor Award” to the Niassa Reserve together
with the communities of the Selous-Niassa corridor in Tanzania

in recognition of our efforts, it took us all by surprise.

The reality of receiving the award only sunk in after our
Reserve Director was presented with the impressive certificate at
the 9th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity in Bonn. Once the word got out we were inundated
with calls and emails asking about the award, and obviously about
the Niassa Reserve. Suddenly the profile of the Niassa National
Reserve was raised, and a wide variety of people from all walks of

life wanted to know more about what we do in the Reserve.

This gave us the opportunity to explain what the Reserve was
all about to people who we normally would find difficult to app-
roach. It also gave us the opportunity to show our “team” in the
Reserve, especially the Game Scouts, local community leaders
and government officials, that all the efforts and hardships were
appreciated, even if this was not immediately obvious. This was
the message that we were able to convey to the newly recruited

Game Scouts at their recent passing out parade in the Reserve.

The CIC Markhor Award is now proudly displayed at the
headquarters of the Reserve as a reminder to all that the job is
not yet done, but our efforts to secure the Reserve and its unique

biodiversity are appreciated.

With the award came a small donation for which we are
grateful. But this also presented us with a challenge as to how to
use this donation. The Niassa Reserve is huge, 42,000 km?2 with
35,000 people residing inside the Reserve, and the problems it
is facing are many. In discussing what to do with the money it
became obvious that it had to do with something that would

have the greatest impact over a large area.
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In the end, four potential themes have been identified:

o Prepare T-shirts for school children that carry a conservation
message and raise the awareness of the Reserve.

o Identify a Women’s Group(s) that can be assisted in some
way with equipment (sewing machine, water dispensers, and
mosquito nets for example).

o Use the money to prepare a number of sign boards that ad-
vertise the Reserve, or promote a conservation message, that
can be placed at strategic points along the main access roads to
the Reserve.

¢ Use the money to support local Community Associations
involved with conservation. There are approximately 30 such
associations in the Reserve, all of which need assistance of

some Sort.

The final decision is yet to be made, but whatever the
outcome, we are confident that the end result will be greatly
appreciated by all associated with this unique conservation area.
In its own way, the Award will continue to promote the Reserve
in the eyes of decision makers in the country, and we will always
be proud to be associated with the Markhor Award and what it

stands for.

CIC Markhor Award

for Outstanding Conservation Performance

Federal Ministry
of Food, Agriculture
and Consumer Pratection

— WHAT IT MEANS TO THE
NIASSA NATIONAL RESERVE

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Author: Anabela Rodrigues, Director General Niassa National Reserve
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THE MARKHOR

AWARD - WHAT IT MEANS

THE SELOUS - NIASSA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR with
its own size of approximately 10.000 km? connects the larg-
est elephant ranges of Africa. Although there is a number of
corridor and trans-frontier conservation initiatives world-
wide, it is unique that this entire corridor is not only located
on communal land but also under the management of com-
munities. Dependent on natural resources and wildlife for
protein supply these communities realised that the forests
and wildlife were rapidly diminishing from over-utilisation
in combination with uncontrolled landmanagement. In or-
der to conserve their natural environment the 29 villages of
the Corridor organised themselves in 5 Community Based
Organisations (CBOs) and created their own conservation
areas. Located in a remote area hunting tourism is their first
option to gain economic benefits from conservation in the
corridor. However, the creation and management of commu-
nal Wildlife Management Areas also involves many sacrifices

and efforts of the communities.

Primarily the communities perceived the Markhor Award
as an acknowledgement of those conservation efforts and are
proud of the international attention. Upon the return from
the Award Ceremony in Bonn their representative informed
all villages in detail and since then framed copies of the

Award Certificate as well as photos are decorating all village

and CBO offices.

The award money was equally shared between the five
CBOs and was very much appreciated. According to the
CBOs’ budget plans it will be used for various purposes,
ranging from patrol food rations for the village game scouts,
equipment like axes and bush-knives, ammunition, office
rehabilitation or construction, savings on hunting rifles,

stationeries to run their offices or other small investments.
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The Markhor Award has also a positive impact on the
cross-border cooperation in conservation since both the
communities of the Corridor in Tanzania and the Niassa

Reserve of Mozambique received the award together.

With the award the Selous - Niassa Wildlife Corridor
gained an increased international recognition and hunting
firms and associations committed to sustainable hunting
tourism are showing their interest to send hunters to the cor-
ridor area — who will contribute with hunting to conserva-

tion and economic development.

In summary the Award gave a boost to the communi-
ties’ motivation for the conservation of wildlife within the
Selous - Niassa Wildlife Corridor, which basically started
on their own initiative. Furthermore, it strengthened their
selfconfidence and pride due to the fact that simple local
communities are also able to receive such an international
recognition. Since the CIC is already known in the corridor
area because of its previous contribution to the production
of local music for conservation, the local communities asso-

ciate with the CIC a partnership, whereas the CIC can rep-

resent their common interest on the international platform.
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